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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPEgFICATlON: 


PLEASE AMEND THE ABSTRACT AS FOLLOWS: 


[0063] Aa-a Apparatus and method for a meat cut classification and fat trimming for sensing the 

thickness of a layer of fat of a cut of meat and the various contours thereof as it travels along 
a conveyance and providing the fat thickness or classification information to a downstream 
system for performing a fat trimming operation. The meat cut classification system 
comprises a split/niulti-beh conveyor having split/multi-belts proximately spaced apart 
extending in the same direction and having a uniform equidistant gap there between and said 
conveyor having a drive for conveying the meat cut through the classification system and a 
muJti-probe mechanism assembly, operable to position-thc^p p obca botwoon th e multi b e lts of 
tho - oonvoyor ^ and e xtend th e prob e s upward botwoon tho multi b e lts to penetrate the meat-out 
for - m e asuring th e fat thickncoou Tho probe assembly is further operable to tran sl ate tho probo 
in a dir e ction and at a velocity that is gynchronized - with - tho -dtf cetion and v e locity of th e 
split/multi - bclt oonvoyora - This can b e achieved by uoing th e- sam e - driv e for th e conv e yor and 
th e probe - moohanicm. 
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